
THE WATER’S EDGE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION (“WEHOA”) 
NEWSLETTER - Fall 2016 

From The WEHOA Board, Editor- Kim Thompson 
 

WEHOA is currently a voluntary homeowner’s association. It serves as a conduit for 
communications for our community at The Water’s Edge. 

 
 
A BIT FROM BILL      
 
Dear Fellow Property Owners: 
 
This is my final note in the WEHOA Newsletter to each of you, as I pass the baton of leadership of 
this wonderful board to Clark Childers, who is your President Elect for 2017. 
 
It has been my delight to serve as your President during 2016. We have accomplished many 
“firsts” this year, which I will enumerate at the WEHOA Annual Meeting on November 5th. More 
importantly, we have staffed a number of critical positions and participated in relevant activities in 
our community, on the lake and around Franklin County. We have represented the Water’s Edge 
Community with our dedicated and active involvement in key lake associations, with our Sheriff’s 
Department and at a number of formal and informal county government proceedings. We were 
proactive in ridding our community of roving bird pests and we have improved communications with 
our members. You can find an archive of WEHOA Newsletters as well as a list of our WEHOA 
2016 Committee Leaders in the Members section of the WECC website. 
 
Your Board is also ready to represent you and carry out new responsibilities. Once a sale of WECC 
is imminent, we will enlist the advice and counsel of our attorney, Dennis Barbour of Roanoke, to 
help us with the transition of the Covenants for Section 1-8 from our current Owner/Developer, Ron 
Willard.  The Board will work with Mr. Barbour, our new owners and in concert with the other 
established POAs, on behalf of all property owners, to negotiate what seems best for the entire 
Water’s Edge community. Fortunately for property owners in Section 1-8, there are no common 
areas to maintain, which limits potential complexities and costs. 
  
As I depart my position, I want to thank each Board Member who served during 2016 for their 
attendance, initiative, energy and property owner focus. Each has actively participated in periodic 
Board Meetings, sometimes remotely via our conference call-in capability from as far away as 
Florida and Arizona.  Each member has brought thoughtful ideas on how to approach or handle 
items that have come to our Board Section Representatives. Each has willingly taken on new or 
expanded responsibilities as they were needed. Thank you! 
 
I hope to see you on November 5 at 9:30am for coffee and pastries (meeting start at 9:45am) in 
the WECC ballroom. Wishing each of you a beautiful Fall season and a Happy Thanksgiving next 
month.  
  
Sincerely,  
Bill Baldwin  
WEHOA President       
           
           



TREASURER’S REPORT 
Contributed by Clark Childers, Treasurer 
 
As of this writing, we have received annual HOA voluntary dues from 326 of the 500+/- property 
owners in the development. This compares to 306 for last year. Our cash balance is $20,079. Most 
of these funds will be held in reserve to offset legal and other expenses expected to be incurred 
when TWE covenants transfer from Ron Willard to the WEHOA upon sale of the club. 
 

 
TWE COMMUNITY CHATTER  
 
Dave Caldwell had lost a large tree on his property due to a lightning strike. The tree stood within 
the 800-foot line which, based on current interpretation, is an AEP responsibility. However, AEP is 
not claiming responsibility for this continuing hazard. This is yet another example of inconsistency 
in shoreline management requirements. (See C.U.R.B. section below.) 
 
 

LAKE LOWDOWN 
Contributed by Ann Patterson, Lake Community Representative 
 

Smith Mountain Lake Association, “Stewards of the Lake” 
http://www.smlassociation.org/index.php 
 
The Smith Mountain Lake Association (SMLA) is a volunteer non-profit organization with over 1400 
family memberships.  Their mission includes working to enhance water quality, improve water 
safety and encourage responsible development here at Smith Mountain Lake.   
 
The SMLA has been monitoring the waters of Smith Mountain Lake since 1987.  With the help of 
Ferrum College and almost 60 SMLA member volunteers, the water quality of SML is tested at 
over 85 sites around the lake each summer.  If any issues are found with the water quality, the 
public and respective agencies are notified.  Water Quality Reports can be found on the SMLA 
website.   
 
The SMLA also supports a Buffer Landscape Program.  Its mission is to preserve the lake 
shoreline and water quality by planting strategic vegetation near the shoreline to trap sediments, 
filter nutrients and pollutants, and prevent erosion.  For more information about this program and 
for a list of plants and other helpful materials go to: 
https://sites.google.com/a/smlassociation.org/buffer-gardens/. 
 
The SMLA has an Invasive Species Program (aquatic vegetation, fish and mussels), Vessel Pump 
Out Program, Environmental Education Outreach, Lake Clean Up and more. For additional 
information, check out their website or visit them at their office located at The Plaza on Scruggs 
Road.  They are always looking for new members and volunteers. 

 
 
C.U.R.B. (Cut Unnecessary Regulatory Burden, Inc.)  

Great news from C.U.R.B.! On Friday, July 15 the US 4th Circuit Court of Appeals advised 
C.U.R.B. that it has scheduled oral arguments for the Pressl appeal during the week of October 23. 

http://www.smlassociation.org/index.php
https://sites.google.com/a/smlassociation.org/buffer-gardens/


Rick and Terry Pressl, who first filed their lawsuit in Franklin County Circuit Court on June 2, 2015, 
asked the court to determine if APCO’s flowage easement was sufficient for APCO to impose 
shoreline management regulations upon Pressl’s property. This is great news because it gives the 
attorneys the opportunity to explain the unjust and illegal taking of property rights, which APCO 
rights were originally upheld by Judge Moon, in the Western District of Virginia Federal District 
Court. As reported previously, C.U.R.B. also has a case under appeal with the 4th Circuit Court of 
VA on behalf of the Nissens, property owners at SML. The Nissens want to build a boat dock on 
their property without the approval of Appalachian Power and the SML Shoreline Management 
Plan. Rights at stake include dock ownership, permits and inspections as well as landscaping 
below the 800' contour. Victories in both the Nissen’s and the Pressl’s cases would benefit all lake 
front property owners.  To follow these court cases and their outcomes, visit the C.U.R.B website at 
http://www.curb-ferc-aep.com/   

To read the full SML Shoreline Management Plan, go to http://www.smithmtn.com/ 

Appalachian Power says that they will be happy to talk with SML residents about any concerns that 
they have.  Residents can contact AEP at (540) 489-2556 or visit the Smith Mountain Lake 
Regional Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday between 1 PM and 5 PM to speak with an AEP 
representative. 

 

POLITCAL PRESS  
Contributed by Dave Elwell, Political & Governmental Representative 
 
Prior to their last meeting, the Franklin County Board of Supervisors (BOS) was prepared to 
address an engineering proposal for the development of a Fire Department facility at the recently 
purchased Turtle Hill site. Ron Willard intervened. He contended that the initiative is a waste of 
taxpayer money and questioned the BOS/County on the procurement of property when he had 
previously offered land at no cost (at the proposed “Stoplight Southlake Town Center” in Union 
Hall).   
 
While The Water's Edge Homeowners do not necessarily represent/endorse Ron Willard’s agenda, 
the WEHOA Board believes that Ron’s proposal is in the best interests of the TWE community, as 
it promotes the identification and development of services in the eastern portion of the county and 
could jumpstart the execution of the stagnant Union Hall Village Plan (UHVP). Following the 
County meeting, Dave Elwell requested additional background information from the Franklin 
County Administrator’s staff related to the purchase. He learned:  

 Tommy Cundiff, Union Hall Supervisor, indicated that the County Board had sought land for 

this initiative since 2009 and that he was unaware of the Willard land offer. Mr. Cundiff 

indicated that he would request a study of the Willard proffer, while also continuing to evaluate 

the Turtle Hill proposal, which would require developing road access to Rte. 40.   

 It was noted that the Willard offer was proffered in 2005 with a one-year limitation, but that Ron 

has indicated his continuing willingness to proffer the property. Ron has now offered to obtain 

the two green barn-like buildings across from the Whistle Stop for an interim fire station in 

advance of the Village Plan for Union Hall. 

 Subsequently, Dave met with County Administrator, Brent Robertson, and Public Safety 

Director, Daryl Hatcher, to discuss the county’s due diligence with regard to its fire station site 

selection.  Robertson and Hatcher provided the background surrounding the need and 

motivation for an upgraded fire station as well as their efforts to identify/ procure a suitable 

location. Dave concluded that locating the proposed fire station at the Turtle Hill site rather than 

http://www.curb-ferc-aep.com/
http://www.smithmtn.com/


the Southlake Town Center would have negligible operational impact to TWE as our primary 

fire and EMS response will remain with the Cool Branch Volunteer Fire & Rescue Squads. He 

was likewise satisfied with the county’s site selection process.   

 Notwithstanding the negligible impact of fire response times, Dave stressed the WEHOA’s 

desire to increase the services available to the residents of eastern Franklin County and 

queried Robertson regarding the county’s involvement and commitment to the execution of the 

UHVP.  Robertson candidly shared that the Plan’s implementation has stalled and cited the 

“chicken & egg” quandary in describing the reasons, namely that businesses are awaiting 

county infrastructure development and that the county is holding infrastructure planning in 

abeyance pending the identification of business interest within the defined Union Hall area. 

Robertson added that the county’s energy with respect to the Village Planning process has 

shifted to the Westlake/Hales Ford Village Planning.  He admitted that the county has placed 

little effort over the past two years in promoting the UHVP build out.  Robertson closed by 

noting that the Supervisors and County Staff will shortly be developing the County’s Capital 

Improvement Plan for future years, which presents the opportunity to address the improvement 

of services in the eastern portion of the county and to renew efforts to implement the UHVP.  

For example, Robertson said he is open to the possible relocation of the Glade Hill Rescue 

Squad/EMS to the Southlake Village Center property, an option that he said enjoys Supervisor 

Cundiff’s interest as well. 
 

EDITOR’S DESK 
 
Please send your newsletter suggestions or other contributions to kimthompsoncfo@gmail.com.  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
The Water’s Edge Homeowners Association, P. O. Box 314, Penhook, Virginia 24137 

Board Officers/ Section Reps/ Committee Chair: 
President- Bill Baldwin, 540-420-7939 
Vice President & Treasurer- Clark Childers, 540-565-2033 
Secretary- Rocco Caldarella, 540-537-1624 
Section 1 Representative- Dave Caldwell, 540-312-8115  
Section 2 Representative- Jack Carroll, 540-520-7277 
Section 3 & 5 Representative- Ann Patterson, 540-576-2472 
Section 4 Representative- Dave Elwell, 703-232-3689 
Section 6 Representative- Bill West, 540-613-5115 
Section 7 Representative- Bonnie Overman, 540-576-2748 
Section 8 Representative- Bruce Davis, 540-798-5876 
Residential Street Lights and Sign Maintenance (Sec 1-8)- Bonnie Overman, 540-576-2748 
Road Easement Mowing (Sec 1-8)- Bonnie Overman, 540-576-2748 
Political and Governmental Rep for Property Owners- Dave Elwell, 703-232-3689 
Association and Lake Community Rep (including Sheriff’s Dept)- Ann Paterson, 540-576-2472 
Ass’t Treasurer and Communications Rep - Kim Thompson, 336-314-2427 
Data Base Development and Management- Bill Wilson, 540-204-2170 
Marty Heck and Monty Blizard serve as Ex-Officio advisors to the Board 
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